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SIR, 
OU demand my opinion of a. 

Proteſtant Plot and an Ignoramus 

Jury : *Tis a hard province you 

put me upon :.butT have courage 
cnoughto be honeſt ; and it [ be miſtaken in 
my judgment, I know you have Charity c- 
nough to excuſe my weakneſs, for that reaſon. 
A Proteftant Plot, 1 do confels,1s a TitleI do 
not well reliſh ; becauſe i throws-a reproach 
upon Some ſort of perſons, which do no way 
deſerve it. The word Proteſtant came from 
the Auguſtan Confeſſion ; and the occaſion of it 
was taken from the cloſe of their Addreſs to 
Charles the Fifth,wherein they Proteft folemn- 
ly and publickly , They will adhere to that 


Confcilion , till ſome ſedate and amicable 
A|2 Ccon- 


3 5 os 
compoſure of that Cauſe ſhould reduce them 
to other Sentiments.In that Conteflion The 
openly. declarc,that Chriſtians of neceſſity ought 
to obey their preſent Laws and Magiſtrates, un- 
leſs they Command us to Sin. And I muſt tell 
you, the Church of England took her Meca- 
ſures from the Proteſtants of That Confeſſion. 

But ſome Zelots of Reformation , have 
ſpread their pretenſions much wider than the 
Proteſtants, and extended their attempts as 
far (I cannot fay altogerher o'th' other ſide) 


as the Church of Rome had done before. 


them ; and never left Shuffling the Cards t1]l 
chey had turn'd up a Trump of their own 
Sutte 

Whether we have got ſuch a ſort of Refor- 
72ers AMONg us, will be no hard matter to de- 
termine, if we inquire a little into their Prin- 
ciples, and conſider their temper and inchi- 
nations; For they muſt renounce the Church 


of England, aad become Schiſmarics, before. 


they can commence Rebels. 
Two things have defervedly brought the 


Church of Rome under the Reproach of 


Treaſon and Sedition: 1.Their Dofrines and 
profcſt Opinions ; Principles, which _ 
the 


BE 
the minds of Subjects for ſuch-treaſonable' 
attempts. pug tick: the Inſtigation 
or Command of their Superiours gives the 
word, They are rcady prim'd to take fire,and 
diſcharge their Rebel-tury upon their Go- 
VCrnourss LIGE | 

And(2.) their Prafices, from time to time, 
have been ſo Uniform to theſePrinciples, that 
the Convictions of their Guilt have been no 
leſs notorious than their perpetrations have 
bcen deteſtable and pernitious. 

And may we not obſerve a ſort of men , 
that, whule they pretend to abhor the Syper- 
ſtition and Tyranny of that Church, do never- 
theleſs eſpouſe their Principles of Diſloyalty , 
and practice diſobedience to the Civil Go- 
vernment? there's nothing more clear and 
manifeſt to perſons that converſe with Books 
and Modern Story. As for Matter of Faft,he 
that 1sat a loſs for Evidence, let him be ſent 
into the Kitchinamong ſuch as converſe on- 
ly with Soat and Smoak to light his Candle 
at Noon-day toſeck the Sun. 

But beſides ill principles and difaftection to 
the Government, this ſort of men are general- 
ly of an ill temper; and becauſe they m__ 

that 


. (4) 
that all good nature was loſt in Adam, they 
think it inevitable to be ill-humour'd, moroſe 
 andof a peeviſhdiſpolition ; and then no ties 
of Humanity can hold,no inſtances of Civility 
can oblige them. And when this1ll cemper of 
nature meets with a little ferment of Diſguſt 
from men of another Kidney,they grow fowr 
and malitious, and preſently ſet all cheir Wits 
a work to meditate revenge. And if they have 
gota ſtock of Popularity,or craft enough to be 
preciſe in their Converſation, then:Religion 1s 
put on for a Cloak to their Deſigns, Conſci- 
ence fuborn'd to be a Witneſs, and make 4f- 
fidavit of their Integrity, God himfelf ſer up 


to be their Shield and Patron ; and then they - 


grow bold and infolent, and the rage of their - 
Godly Paſſion becomes 1mplacable. 
Have we not Overt acts enough to declare 
theſe Principles and Inclinations in them ? 
Have they nor publiſht the Morro's and Sym- 


bols of their Sedition, and ſet up Raree-ſhows, | 


and Banners tor tokens? Are not their 
Tongues and Pens let looſe in ſcandalous 
Paſquits and opprobrious Diſcourſes againſt 
his Majeſty 2 Do they not daily defame his 
Govyernmen, vile his Perſon, and _— 

Is 
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his Actions? This has been their Practice of 
ſo long a ſtanding, it may cafily preſcribe, 
and paſs for Cuſtome and Common Law among 
ſome of them. | | 
 Butnowof late they have taken a greater 
licenfe to be Seditious, and, that they may, 
ſupplant” his Majeſty with: more caſe. and a 

| better colour, they do not only queſtion his 

{ Rightto govern and ſtart a new Title to the 

{ Crown; -_ menace a Seizure of his Sacred 
Perſon, and paradigmatize his future Suffer- 
ings in the Example of his Royal Father. _ 

I confeſs I could eaſily be induced (1f I had 

no other Circumſtances befor my. eyes) to 
thinkſuch Emergencies as theſe, nothing elſe 
but the effects of Hoet-heads, and intemperate. 
Paſſions; or the raſh d@ of ſome Male- #0795 
contents, whoſe ambition or avarice may -have 
met with diſappointments at: Cozrt:but when 

* Iſcea violence offer'd to rhe proceedingsand 
courſe of Law; when cannot but take no- 
tice, that Officers of Publick Fuſtice do abet 
thoſe very Crimes they are impannel'd to de- 
tect, and ſtifle the Evidence they are {worn to. 
follow,and ſecure the Perſons arraign'd before 
them, by an unaccountable Ignoramus ; This, 


» » 
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I confeſs, ſeems to me, not only a Sympt- 
tome of a diſtemper'd State, but a perfect 
Diagnoſtic of ſome Deſign, a vehement pre- 
ſumption of ſome Plot berwixt the Parnel 
and the Parties Indicted, whom they will not 
think meer, or truſt ro be Arraign'd. 

I have been. told of a twotola Ignoramus , 
the one, they call, Pure Negationis, the other, 
Prave Diſpoſitionis : An Ignorance out of a 
pure Negative want of Underſtanding,which 
15 the Caſc of 1deots ; orcle it happens, when 
men are utterly in the dark for want of In- 
formation. We have good reaſon to aſſure 


us thoſe Jurors werenot of the firſt ſort: the - ]* 


Law debars them for their Incapacity. And 
as we have been © chey treared the VWit- 
neſles with fo m *xterity, and put ſo ma- 
ny xice and captious Queſtions to them, that 


their apprehenfions can no way be ſufpected. . ]. 


| Did they than want Information, or had 
they not: more than they looke for, and a 
oreat deal more then they defited ? Did the 
Witneſſes interfere or miſtake in ſome Cir- 
cumſtances of lefſer moment ? It they did, 
was 1t more palpable or more matcha}, than 
15 ufual in Evidences of this Nature? How- 
ever, 


(7) 
ever, if they were not ſatisfied,(having before 
them ſufficieat, and more than probable 
grounds for an Accuſation, ) why did they 
not ſubmut the whole buſineſs to a ſtricter 
Examination, and the Priſoner to a Legal 
Trial ? 

Thus Ignoramus therefore 1s of another kind; 
Prave diſpoſitionzs:Did 1t not proceed from an 
affected pravity,and an evil diſpoſition? What 
Charity can free them from this Imputation? 
Were they not men of the ſame Kidney, the 
ſame Club, Livery and Faction with the Pri- 
ſoner, and ſo not fit to be put upon the Fury? 
For, being fo, by that Panel they became 

udge and Party too ; which 1s clearly againſt 
all the Rules of Law and Equity. 

But let us hear their Oath, that we may the 
better underttand their duty ; and then ob- 
ſerve how well they did pertorm it. The Te- 
nour of their Oath is this, {Pou ſhall dilj- 
gently enquire, anda true p2eſentment 
make of all ſuch matters and things as 
ſhall be given you in Charge—Pou ſhall 
pzeſentno man fo2 envy, hatred,o2 malice; 
neither ſhall ye leaveany man unp2eſen- 
ted fo2 love, fear, favour, o2 affection; 92 
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hope of reward; but you ſhall pzeſent 
things truly as they cometo your know- 
ledge, acco2ding to the beſt of your un- 
derftanding. So help you God.) 

Where, weſce they are bound by Solemn 
Oath to preſent things as they come to their 
knowledge. This excludes all Negatives anda 
ſimple Neſcience : no Saperiatural Inſpiration 
1s hereto be pretended : no Fnthufraſtical per- 
{walion to be admutted : bur they are to fol- 
low Truth and Juſtice as far as the beſt of 
their Underſtanding can carry them. 

And how 1s their Underſtanding to be di- 
rected ? Doubtleſs this 15 to be done (1.) e1- 
ther by Publick Fame ; or (2.)by the Notorie- 
ty of the Fact; or (3.) by ocular infpection and 
perfonal knowledge; or elſe (4.) by the Infor- 
mation of credible Witneſſes. But I humbly 
conceave ſuch as Conceal, or (which1is all one) 
quaſh the Diſcovery of a Treaſon or any o- 
cher Crime,are, in Law, ſuſpected to aber and 
Encourage 1t. 

Tam notignorant that men of -profligate 
Lives and Conſciences, as well as thoſe of de- 
ſperate Fortunes, may accaſe and charge Per- 
ſons of known and InFonn of 

malice 


(9) , 
malice or deſign , when there is no probable 
ground for ſuch Accuſations; and ſuch 1- 
diments are deſeryedly diſown'd, and ought 
co be thrown out as Libellous and Scanda- 
lous Suggeſtions. | OP 

But when the King is perſonally concern'd 
in the Indictment, (whoſe perſon is of more 2 Sim.12.4 
yalue with Loyal Subjects than ten thouſand 
of themſelves,and therefore ſoſtrictly guard- 
ed by all Laws, both Human and Divine, as 
well againſt the heart and imagination, with 
the tongues and pens,as againſt the hands and 
aſſaults of bloody Rebels and Afafines:) He is 

-worthily ſuppoſcd to carry the tenderneſs of 

a Father toward his Subjects, which always 
-puts him in nund of his Duty to protect;and 
therefore abhors all thoughts, as well as pro- 
ects, to inſnare them. | 

Whena Subject therefore 1s Indified for 
ſome Crime againit his dread Soveraign,fuch 
a perſon (though cried up for never to grear 
a Patriot among the Rabble) 15 not factiouſly 
or pitifully to be diſmiſt;bur co be put under 

ſo much theſeverer Examination. Inquiry 1s 
to be made into his Manners, and the tenour 


of his Converſation ; what Principles he has 
B 2 own'd, 


(10) : 
own'd., what PraRices and Machinations he 
has been concern'd in, ( for a wicked man is 
preſumed to be no Changing, till he has given 
cleer, conſtant and laſting proots of his a- 
mendment:) how he ſtands aftected for the 
preſent ; what Party he has eſpouſed, what 
Speeches he has atter'd,and what general Dc-- 
{1gn he aims at;which will be no hard matter 
to determine by the means he uſes to accom- 
pliſh it. Upon ſuch an Ingui/irion 1t will be ve- 
ry cafic to reſolve, and with moral certainty, 
whether the Party is to be ſuſpected liable to 
ſuch an Accuſation brought againſt him. 

I donotdeny butthe Witneſſes arc to be ta- 
ken into Conſideration too; but that is more 
properly done upon the 7rial, when the Pri- 
ſoner makes Exceptions againſt them(againſt 
which timethey come prepared, for that rea- 
fon, to juſtific their own Credibility) but for | 
the Grand ary, (who have nothing to object 
againſt them,of their own certain knowledge) 
co be very {trict and ſcrupulous 1n fitting the 
King's Evidence; and then to let the Accuſed 
c{cape without a Legal Trial, (I mean, to diſ- 
muſs him,andnot ſutter him to be brought to 
the like Examination, (when theſe Wuneſles 


ap- 
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appear to bz Probi & Legales homines) belides 
the little regard it ſhews ro the King's life and 
ſafety, it ſavors ſo rank of Faction and a ſel- 
viſhPartiality,no Loyal Stomack can digelt it. 

For if it be thus with the Prince, will it be 
any better with his Loyal Subje&ts? and if 
things be ſuffered to run at this rate, it will 
] cometopaſs1in a ſhort time, that None ſhall 
1 fer that be of ſuch a Faction, tho never fo 
1 guilty ; None ſhall be ſafe that are againſt it, 
tho never ſo Innocent. And then what will be- 
come of our Engliſh Liberty > Whither ſhall 
we Appeal when our Goods are rob'd and 
1 plundered, or our Lives threatned or aflaulc- 
J- cd? MagnaCharta will no longer be the Pri- 
1 viledge of the Loyal (for whoſe ſole benefic 
it was granted) but his Snare, and the Mono- 
poly of Traitors and Difſenters. 

"Tis very true what you alleadge, That no 
| Oathcan be taken againſt che King; and this 
| ſhews thatthe Laws havea great vereration for 
| is Majcſty , and fer a Sacred eſtimate upon, 
both his Perſon and Authority , 1n proceedings 
of this kind. But this 1s no prejudice to the 
Party arraigned ; for if he has any Witneſlcs 


they arc obliged to declare the Truth they 
| know, 


(12) 
know.(relating to the Trial 1n hand) as if they 
were upon their Oath; and their Teſtimony, 
always finds a valuable regard, according to 
the re weight and merit of it. | 

But what they alledge muſt not be upon * | 
ConjeAure or a doubrtul Hear-ſay, but upon 
their own certain knowledge; which, how 
men can pretend to in Matters of Fa, unleſs 
you'l make them Vbiquitaries and Ommiſcient; - | 
or the Matter of Fa be limited to ſuch Cir- * 
'cumſtances of time and place, as they can po- 
ſitively fay and ſwear they were individually | 
privy to, cannot calily be imagined. And if | 
they proceed upon an implicite Faith, that is *! 


no very credible practice, being derived from { 


the Church of Rome, and deſervedly Con- | 
demn'd by all true Proteftants. ; 
But in this Caſe, you know very well, there | 
was no ſuch thing as a Counter-EFvidence or | 
Ctoſs-Examination ; For the Farors were to 
- the Priſoner both his Vouchers and his Judge; | 
and did deliberately Acquit him by an Ine | 
_—_—_ 
But you tell me(for youleave nothing un- | 
fad that may make for their Excuſe ) that | 
theſe Fwrtes are Fadges ; (and for ſome _ of | 
3 CNCIN, 
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them, I am very ready to acknowledge it; 
not only becauſe it is the Opinion of Stephen 
Colledge,and Fohn Lilburn beforchim; but be- 
cauſe 1t 15 the Judgment of my Lord Chict 
Juſtice North,who tells that Fury(Impannel'd 
totry Colledge, pag.97.) As to the truth of the 
Evidence, that is a queſtjon of Fa&t, ariſing frav 


| the Witneſſes, anil muſt be left upon them, whereof 


(lis Lordſhip tells them) you are the proper 
Judges. 

But this is ſpoken of a Perty Fury,a Jury of 
Life and Death, which may differ much from 
that of a Grand Inqueſt ; whoſe Duty 1s to er:- 
quire tor our Soveraign Lord the King , All 


| | Bills of Indifiment arc preterred to them to 


that effect. | 

The Witneſſes to thoſe Bitls are charged 
upon Oath after this manner; The Evidence 
which you ſball give to the Grand Inqueſt againſt 
A. B. upon this Bill, ſball be the Truth,the whole 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth. Theſe Wit- 
neſles are ſent to the Grand Inqueſt, or cxa- 
min'd in open Caurt beforethem ; when They 
arc agreed, then, upon:the. backſide of thoſe 
Bills they find.rruc (which they always do,or 


ſhould do, where they find a probable 
Ground 


(14) 
Ground for an Accuſation) they Indore Bil 
ta Vera and thereupon the Party who ſtands 
Indicted, 1s Arraign'd before a Petty Fury, le- 
oally returncd to Try him, 

But upon ſuch Bulls as theſe Fzrors find talſe 
(which 1s or ſhould be exly when there 1s no 
ſufficient Ground for an Accufation), They 
Indorſe an Tgroramus : Thele Bills are reject- 
ed, and the Parties never brought to Traal. 
And, if here be a Miſtake, ora wiltul Prete- 
rition, "is like an Errour in the farſt Concotior, 
that will hardly admit of an atter Remedy. 

But by theſe Proceedings 1t appears clear- 
ly, that the Grand Inqueſt is obliged to weigh 
and ponaer the Contents and Merits of the 
Bill, and to regard the Cred:ibz/ity and Suff- 
ciency of the Witneſles; and upon a due 
Conſideration of them both, Tney docither 
quaſh the Bill, as unfit to be preſented, or elſe 
preſent 1t, and ſo promote the Proſccution of 
the Party. 

A Judgment of Diſcretion therefore we muſt 
allow them, and ſomething more ; tor they 
will take themſelves to be undervalued if they 
ſhould not have the Honour to be reputed 


as Great Judges as thoſe of a Petty Fury : 
Judges 
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Judges therefore let them be a Gods Name 
in their own Capacity, provided they move 
not out of their own proper Sphear, nor up- 
on another Center from the Supream Autho- 
rity; for weare told by St. Zames, There arc 
Zudpes of evil thoughts. | 
Let theſe WWill-be Judges therefore ſtand 
forth and hear their Charge andDzty from the 
mouth of God himſelt. Zudges and Officers ſhalt 
thou make thee (the Law of God cxtends to all 
Miniſters of Juſtice) : and they ſhall judge the "1519-20 
people with juſt judgment : Thou ſhalt not wreſt 
judgment : Thou ſhalt not reſpe& perſons, neither 
take a gift. Juſtice, Fuſtice, or as the Engliſh 
Tranſlation reads 1t,that which is altogether juſt 
ſhalt thou follow. | 
For One that is entruſted to hold the Scales 
of Juſtice even, and to weigh all Matters that 
are brought before him according to their 
due Merit; forſucha One to come into a 
Court of Fudicature, with his * falſe Ballance « Mica.6.rr, 
and his Bagg of unjuſt Weights, with an E- «20.10. 
phaand an Epha, 'tis an Abomunation. 
What is the falſe Balance, inthe Moral of it, 
buta corrupt Conſcience? What arc-:hele 
unjuſt#eights but corrupt Paſſions? A _ 
G car, 
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fear, and a fooliſh pity ; a greedy hope, and 2 
fond affection ; a failchy Bribs, or a tawning 
Popularity ? Theſe are the falſe weights, that 
will turn the Scales of Juſtice trom-the due 
courſe of Right and Equity. And what1s 1t to 
have an Epha and an Epha,but tomeaſure out 
our reſpects and dealings , according to our 
inclinations, be they more orlels, to this or 
the other Party 2 When the Indifiment 1s for 
the very ſame Crime, and the averment made 
by the very ſame, or no leſs creditable Wirtneſ- 
ſes, to ſet Billa Vera upon the back of a true 
Conformiſt(who loves and obeys the Laws and 
Government)and to diſmiſs a Difſerter (who 
deſpifes both) with an Jgnroramus ; This 1s an 
exccrable Partiality. _ 

And he that takes upon him to be a 7zdge, 
or it he be duly conſtituted ro bear that Ot- 
fice, He may as well juſtifte the practice of ta- 
king Bribes, as that of Partialty; for indeed + Þ 
they are equally forbidden, and Partiality 
ſccmsto berhe greater fault; for Bribes are 
torbidden on purpoſe to. prevent Partality ; 
becauſe they may blind the eyes of the wiſe, and 


aw +L_ prevent the words of the righteous, Deut.16.19. | 


But Brzbes are not the only Temptations 
- 0 
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to Partiality. There arc Temptations of ano- 
ther Nature, both from within,and from with- 
out ; tho thoſe from withour could have no 
effect, if they were not invited from within, 
and found no entertainment there;(for in this 
caſe the Receiver makes the Thief ). 

Some arc tempted and ſuborn'd by an in- 
veterate Malice, and fome by a peevith Frow- 
ardneſs ; ſome by a proud Ambition, and ſome 
by a ſordid Awarice : ſome by a fooliſh Pity, 
and others by a tawning Popularity. 

God has thought fit to challenge all affefii- 
ons, that are put upon the Parnel, _ the 


love of Juſtice : * 7e ſhall not _ perſons In , pears. 


judgment ; but you ſhall hear the ſmall as well as 
the great ; you ſhall not be afraid of the face of 
men; for the judgment is Gods. There hefets a- 
{ide twoat once; not only fear , but favour and 
aſfetion too.As he will not have the judgment 
of the Poor wrelted, tor lucre or i/] will.ſo nei- 
ther will he allow him to be countenanced in 


his Cauſe out of aPartzal tondneſs*.7hou ſhalt . zxoa.23.4,6 


not reſpet the perſon of the poor, nor honour the 
perſon of the mighty ,(Levit. 19. 15.) Here Pity 
and Ambition are ſet aſide. And Coverouſneſs 


- without all queſtion 1s ſet by, inthe ſam? Pro- 


C 2 hibition 


Excd. 23. 2. 
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hibition withGppreſſionS8c Bribery. And becauſe 
Popularity ſwaics very much with diſccntented 
Politicians, who (bcing thrown out”of Im- 
ployment) arc wont to court the Maltitude 
tor their own Ambition or Security, and be- 
cauſc not only frantick Zelots, but alſo-jealous 
and well-meaning Perſons, (who are cafily 1m- 
poſed u nn by plauſible pretences,) arc apt to 
tollow ſuch Leaders; Therefore that crafty 
and aſpiring Paſſian of Popularity 1s ſet afide 
as altogether unfit for ZFudicature. Thou ſhalt 
not follow a Multitude to do evil : neither ſhalt 
thou ſpeak, (or anſwer) in a Cauſe, to decline af- 
ter many, to-wreſt judgment. He 1s neither to . 
joynin the Conſpiracy, nor to countenance Or 
approve thereot ; for jt isa deadly fin: bur he 
1s obliged, to the utmoſt of his power , to cn- 
deavor to hinder it, as his bounden duty. 

Thar Zzry that acquits a Notorious Male- 
fafor, and finds a man of Integrity to be Guil- 
ty, the Reſult of their Ingueſt1s not a Verdit?, 
but a Conſpiracy. To bay an znjuft Sentence 
upon the Iznocent, (Common Humanity will 
Condemn; and to abſolve a preſum'd Crimi- 
nal, ſtands upon an egzal guilt in God's ac- 
count;and they are both abonunable; He that 


quſti- 


(19) 
uſlifieth the Wicked, and be that condemmeth the 
juſt ; even they both are an abomination to the 
Lord : Prova7.15. Againſt the Acquiral of the 
Wicked, * ___ theſe Reaſons from Mr. 
| Cartwright; (1)hey always grow worſe, when... 
| they are abſolved, (as he hems : (2.) Neon yy 
1 menarediſturbd and troubled at it;and ſometimes 
are tempted to take too much Licence, from ſuch 
Indulgence, to follow the lewd Example. (3.)Such 
wicked men as are fleſht by ſuch indulgence, are 
apt to run headlong into greater Crimes, But as 
he obſerves— | | 

It he who commuts any one of theſe two 
Crimes of: Injuſtice be abomination before 
God; then certainly He who runs defperarely; 
upon them both, provokes a greater Indigna- 
tion againſt hirafelt trom Divine Vengeance. 
And give me leave to obſerve thus mauch. to 
you, that They mult Condemn the King, it 
they can Acgquit the Priſoner upon ſuch an 
Accuſation. 
| Solomontells us, It is net Good, (which is a 
Figure of Rhetorick) and ſignifies, 1t 15 ex- 
treamly 111) to accept the perſon of the wicked, to Prov.18.s. 
overthrow the righteous in judgment : Much 
more certainly, (and how much more.muſt , 


be 


Prov.24-24+ 


*4 
OD —_— 


( 20 ) 
beleft to deciſion of the Great Judge, who 
underſtands beſt what a value he'iſets upon 
his own Vicegerent ) to overthrow a juſt Prince, 
when his Life and Honour arc 1n jeopardy. 

"Tis not ſo ſmall a Fault as the Vulgar ap- 
prehends,tolet go a Common Criminal with- 
out puniſhment; for ſuch a one (it he be No- 
torious)1s a Common Curſe ; and ſo are they 
that make it their Buſineſs to acquit him; He 
that ſaith unto the wicked, Thou art righteous , 


Him ſhall the people Curſe ; Nations ſhall abhor 


him. However ſuch a Malefaftor may be flat- 


tered by a fatiozs headſtrong Rabble,the Na- 
tions of ſober and juſt men will cry out a- 


- Sainſt him; yea, and againſt them too (for en- 


couraging his Impiety,) and the cy of their 
Execrations will enter into the Ears of. the 
Lord of Sabbath,and ſomuch the ſoorer,when 
the juſt complaints oftheLord's Anointed bears 
them Company. | 

Sir, younecd not have askt that Queſtion, 
What Meaſures the Fury ſhould'take in ſuch a 
Caſe? If they had been an \Isnoramnus in a 
ſtri&t and proper ſenſe, perhaps it had been 
better for them, tho no leſs abominable in ſuch 
as made the Pannel; for taking them to be 


what 


j (21) 
what they think thenwſelves,and what the Po-* 
- pulacy begzns to call them;chat1s taking them 
ro be. Zadges, in the Cale, we find that of St.* 
Auſtin to be moſt true;Jgnorantia Fudicis ple- a ve cine. 


rungue eft Calamitas Tnnccentis : the Ignorance 
of the Judge is for the moſt part,the Miſchuef 


of the Innocent. | 


: e . l : te xe al oy 
St. Ambroſe * gives an excellent defcri prion porn” 


of a good Judge : He does nothing arbitrary, or 
out of a private Reſolution. He brings none of the 
Prejudices:of bis own will antothe 1ribunal with 
him. He puts off all favour and affeftion , and lays 
aſide all inclinations of fleſh and blood, that he 
2ay not be prepoſſeſt or biaſs'd,and ſwerve from the 
Rule of Law;but conforms his Sentence to the Sta- 
tutes of Fuſt and Right. He does indulge nothing 
to his own Conceit : He brings nothing from home 
with him, thatis premeditated" and prepared to 
warp bis Judgment : He follows the Laws, not 
oppoſe them,and examines the Merits of theCauſe 
but does not adulterate or change it. 
We have the beſt Example tor this Practice, 
rhe Judge of allthe world : Foh. 5.30. Icanof 
my own ſelf do nothing ; as I hear 1judge 12nd ny. 
judgment is juſt, becauſe I ſeek not my own,but the 


will of him that ſent me. © Letthe Judges of the - 


*world 


L.16.C.6. 


(22) 
*xorldlearn from hence,ſaith the Father,with 
*what affetion,whatſobriety,what ſincerity they 
*ſhould approach the Seat of Judgment. He 
* that is Omnipotent can do nothing by his 
© Power, but governs himſclt by his Þntegrity 
jog *1na'Caſeof Judicature. The Duty 1s fo Sa- 
*cred, He indulges nothing to his own will in 
*1t, but devotes himſelf ſolcly unto Juſtice ; 
As I hear IT judge ; and my judgment is juſt , be- 
"caſe I follow the Rule and Laws of him who 
"pur me 1nto Commiſſion. . Zxuaſi homo Ioguitur, 
*quaſt judex docet: Chriſt ſpeaks ike a man;bur 
*teaches ike a Judge; [nn he that judgeth 
* muſt not follow his own: will, but the courſe 
_ ©of Law and Juſtice, But the unjuſt Fudge docs 
otherwiſe: Pilate ſays not ſo,[As I hear Tjudge)] 
F- makes no ſuch Proteſſion : But zſurps Autho- 
riry at another rate, 70h.19. 10. Knoweſt thou. 
not that I have power to crucifie thee , aud have 
power t0 releaſe thee ? Pilate 1s here taken by 
the words of. his own Mouth, (ſaith that Fa- 
ther;)The Laws of Juſtice are not hisRule, bur 
tus Power:And by that Power he condemn'd the 
Prince of Peace; and-by that Power He acquit- 
zed that very Perſon, who had madea Sediti- 
Loke 23. 19. 092 112: the City, and. commurtted Murder in the 
#7 heatof his Inſurre&tion. Was this accordiny 
0 


{dem Ibid. 


(2F) | 
to Conſcience, to the Rule of Equity, /or the 
Law of Nations? 7 EO OD ze 


- A Judge is to proceed according'to his E- 


wereto ho purpots if they were allowed to . 
elves by any preconcelved pre- 


4s private perf6h;buets govern himſelf by 
re Sas Cuſtonis of 18 


D our 


-% 


(44) 
otit of Courſe,as the Learned Lawyers and Ca- 
| do obſerve. 

There is One Caſe, and but one, that I have 
met with,wherein a Judge may decline tlic E- 
vidence whichis Soup not pracced upon 
the Matters alledged and judicaally Pro: 'd be. 
fore ham :that 6, according ta the Com- 

Calcont Lg, £207 Coraſe of Law, he ſhould take away the lifs 
e5452t * of a Man, Cuert evidenter novit ef/e Innocenten, 
whom he does enidently, ( ap not by conje- 

Eure or good iiononly) knaw ta be = 

cent, as Ameſius fateSit. ': For cxawple, A. B. 

is arraigned for Murder; the, Allegations and 

Proofs producedare ſtrong, & clear to as | 
ny, Tho the Wunciles be never fo | 

in their Aﬀſertionsg Fer if the, Judges | 

_ the perfon Accuſed ro be-free and 17 {| 

; if he knows He was then Abſent, 
Or wa obſerved him quiet and anconcern jn 
thequarrel, and faw atorber.perſon cordin: 
the | upon this his certain knowledoe 
of the Matter * ids either gm. nor Con 
ſciencewill allow hin to, _ Sentence u 
ſuchan Innocent t he is obliged rg 
uſc hisytmoſt diligence and __ ro reſcue 


—_— falſe Accuſers. | 
- "Yu 


; (28) ) 

- But this is ſo far from the Caſe in hand, 
that had Ameſius beea alive, he would. have. 
commenced a freſh Suit againſt ſuch an Igxo- 
ramus , With as much 'heatand vigor as ever 
he did againſt the Ceremonies of the Church 
of Enp/and, ; 401. ate el mls 

_ I ſpcaknow of this Grand Inqueſt, as they. 
arc looktupon1n the quality of ' Zudges; And: 
Judges weknow, have not long ſiace, becn 
impeacht, for Wiegeal, Partial, and Arbitrary 
proceedings. If theſe Zarors:willpatthem- 
ſelves upon the Bench; with Judges,they muſt 
be cantent to take the like fate with them, 
when they are obſerved to do amils.; - For 
their offence 18 of a higher and more exten- 
five Nature; and being,at leatt forty for vae, 
morc diffuſed, 'ris ſo much rhe more pernitis 
ous; and if a timely:Remedy be nor apply:d, 
*twill ſpread ſo fait and ſo far, as to grow #- 
pidemical, and Corrupt the Zuftice ot the Na- 
tion: And now the Prattice 1s ſo bold as ta 
affront the King, no man can expect better 
' meaſure from ſuch Panels , unleſs he be a 
Bird of the ſame Feather, For 'tis eyidenty 
that among the ſeveral ways and-methods of 

diſcovering a Criminal , two at leaft, are. prc- 
4% Di2 . * vented 


* 
” 


(26) 
vented and ſuppreft by rhis means. For you 
mult give me leave to 'cxpoſtulate the Cafe 


with you. * - WIA, 

I. Was there no Coloxr,no probable ground, 
no ſufficient matter for an Accuſation? Was 
not the Inditment for Crimes of as'deep a. 
dye as thoſe for which others have' been' de- 
(crvedly Condenin'd? Was not the' Evidence 
as full,- cleer, and every way as ſufficient, 
both for weight and number ,. as the Law re- 
quires?' Were notſome of the Witnefles the; 
very ſame, and all of them of as'good Re- 
pate and Credit , as thoſe that ſerv'd the turn, 
without dipute, 4n other- Cafes ?. Durſt nor 
thoſe Fzrors truſt the Priſoner to be tried by 
God and his Countrey? Or durſt they not 
Truſt him to Himſeff, eſt the preſence of 
his Accuſers, and theforceof thar Charge, 
face to face , ſhould - ting him into a Con- 
2icHon, and melt himiinto ſo much Ingenui- 
ty'as to Confeſs the Fact, to diſcover the A4ſ- 
ſoctation, and betray a Common Guilt ? | 
.. '& there: not fuch a Proclamation as this 
made-atrhe Araigment of a Malcfactor ? If 
any man can inform my Lords, the Kings Jufti- 
ces, the Kings Serjeant, or the Kings Attorney , 
84355: o 2 or 


(27) 

or this Inqueſt to be taken between our Soveraign 
Lord the King, and the Priſoner at the Barr, of 
any Treaſon, &c. let them come forth, and they 
ſhall be heard. | | 

Who can tell but ſome Shy or Modeſt Wit- 
neſſes might have taken Courage to ſhew 
their Duty and Alegrante, had they ſeen the 
Priſoner thus /egally Arraign'd, and brought 
to 7rial in good earneſt? | 

.- Theſe rwo ways of diſcovering the Crime, 
thatis to ſay, 1. By the Confeſſion of the Party 
' upon Conviction; and 2. by ſuch Evidence 
as might have.come 11 upon Preclamation 
were prevented and ſupprelt by this Jgnora- 
mus, And it ſeems, The Crown and Dignity, 
nay the very Life of our Dread Soveraign's 
which was pretended to be ſo deer and preri- 
0145 tO us, when 'twas threatned- and. endan- 
ger'd by the Papiſts, is now-become ſo - op 
and cheap, in our eiteem, when it 1s like to be 
fold or made over into the hands of a FaCti- 
.on of Republicans, that 'tis not ſo much as 
to be Conſidered, or put into the Balance, 
when the life of oze of that Party is call'd in 
queſtion. 


You are pleaſed to ask me : Would you 
nor 


(28) 
not have them go accoraing to their Conſei- 
ence? Yea, with all my heart. Bur - if we 
duly weigh the Nature and Offices of Conſci- 
ence, We ſhall cafily diſcern that this is bur 
a futilous and putid Allegation; For Conſci- - 


encc has no ſuch Franchiſe Royal, . as ſome of 


late have.made it; it gives us no priviledge 


'to do what we liſt ; for itisa kind of Conſe- 


Ameſius Caſ. 
Conſc. 1.1.C.1, 


$.7,8. 


florian Conſtitution; there is a Fudicature ſet 
upin it; and the proceedings and Office there- 
in exerciſed , are thought to be beſt and moſt 
aptly fet forth by the Parts of a Categorical 
Sylhogiſm ; wherein the Law makes the Mijor 
Propoſition after thus manner, Ewery Traytor 
enght to be brought t0 Condigne porn The 
Evidence makes the Minor thus: This Perſon 
A. B. 15a Traytor; And when theſe zwo Pro- 
poſitions arc laid together, A Good Confct- 
Ence can never fail of a right Concluſion. 


And lerme talk never fo demurely, when Re- 


tgion is made nothing but a Faflion, Confci- 


nc, 1t wasan Errour of the rigbt hand, and 


ence can be nothing cle but Conſpiracy, or 
Fo— vs 
- - Bat I perceive you think it a great piece 


of Charity ; and if 1t were an Errour, you cell 


ſo 


(29) 
fo the. more cxcuſable: But, Sir , Charity 
muſt nor appear upon the Bench to obſtruct 
theJuſtice: God gives herno ſuch Commit» 
ez; She 1s to beno Adaccate iria Caſe of Fudi- Prntr620 
cature, when a Matter 1s upon Trial; how 
far focyer ſhe may obtain Azdience when the 
Trials oyer. And be the Errour an which 
hand 1t will, there hes a #1 againftic in the 
Court of Heaven. 
Nor will the pretended Charity to a ſir- 
gle Perſon compenfare the Miſchicf of Un- 
juſtice done to the Community. Inſach Pro- 
ccedings of a peryerfe Inqueft.there is a Com- 
plication _ more and rnore grievous Mif: 
carriages than paihbly you may imagine. . ' 
For you moat clanina cemetnber The 
Furors are under Oath, not to! Caxcedd any 
thing that ſhall come cotheir knowledge; for 
Fear, Favour, or AﬀeHion, Reward; Gain; Of 
Hope ; bus to preſent the'7 ruth, 'and'rhembolt 
Trath. Now 1n doing otherwife ©. 
x. They violate this Oath; and turn the 
Sacrament of Truth into a Satttuary for 
Tranfereſſors. And if it be certamly trus 
(as moſt certain it is)That for raſh and common 
Oaths the Land moxrn; much more = wo 
| | reac 


(.30). 
breach of Solemn Ones, and molt of all, when 
this is done by the Minifters of Publick. Fu- 
AL ; [Ce +18 bk 049 

f 2. They fruſtratetheend of ſuch Crvil Con-- 
ſtituttons;. They refeze a common Peſt, a Trai- 
tor from condigne. puniſhment ; which may 
bringa common Guilt uponthe Kmgdom. ' 
.. 3: They leave the Perſon of the Prince ex- 
poſed to the Machinations of a Traitors Malice, 
whom ſuch Indulgence will animate to the 
greater danger of the King, and perhaps the 
Rrine of the Kingdom, :., .* INF 

4. They defame theWitneſſes , and lay thc 
foulcſt blot upon them that can be imagined; 
They give occafiomto; make: the. World be- 
lieve, That they arcſuborn'd and perjar d men, 
of no.faithintheir Averments,- of no uſe 1 
a Commonwealth, norfit tor any trult 1n Civil 
Comerſatioz. And ifthis be according to the 
Law:of Charity, and doing as we would be doxe 
by, (which is the Law of Chriſt) The Gentle- 
men of ſuch Ingueſts muſt be content to have 
their own Reputation Meted out by the very 
fame Mcafure. |: | b 0s MN IOOH 

5. They.incur the: Guilt of all thoſe Crimes 
charged inthe Indifment;, .For tho ___ 
[29.911 able 


FE 


+; + 8] 

bable, They were not of the Cabal,or admit- 
ted intothe Cabiner, to give the Advice ; yet 
they abett the practice by Conſent , and be- 
come gulty by the venome of Adbeſion in a 
tacite Concealment of the Fact, and removing 
the Criminal out of the way of Trial that he 
may eſcape the hand of Fuſtice. 

W hat you ſay more for their Excuſe ſeems 
tocarry a {uſpition, that you think them of 
the ſame Party with the Accuſed; a1d noman 
is bound to accuſe bimſelf. ' But I muſt take 
leaveto tell you, He that knows himſelf G uitr- 
leſs may take a voluntary Oath to acquit him- 
ſc1f, and afert his own Innocency. 

' But, if he be-put upon the Pannel, and ac- 
cepts the Office'of a Furor , you know he 1s 
ſworn to make a true preſentment, not only 
of all ſuch Matters, Articles, and Things asare 
given himin Charge, but alfo of ſuch other 
Matters and-7, hings as ſhall come to bis know- 
ledge touching the preſent Service. Having 
accepted thus Service (from which he nughe 
have excuſed himſelf) He 1s bound by his Oath 
(as he makes 1t voluntary by not declining 1t) 
to diſcover the whole Truth he kaows , tho he 


finds himſelf involyed in the guilt; and inthe 
Courſe 


(32) 
Courſe of Juſtice, where any Conſcrence 15 left, 
1t15 no unuſual thing to find Confilentem Re- 
um, a Guilty Man his own Accuſcr. 

. Sir, to conclude your trouble with my 
own, [cannot diſlemble my Opinion , That 
ſuch as ſtickle ſo cagerly to releaſe Borrabbas, 
if 1t were in Thar power, Theywould cafily 
deliver up Jeſus to be Crucifed. For it you 
well obſcrven, That was dene by a. kind of 
Jenoramus Jary : So much i unply'd in our 
Saviours Prayer for them: Father forgave them, 
for They know zot, wbas they do; Indeed/ithar 
Ignorance was not "invincible but wilful and 
afjefted. | #517 2 79%" ures 08 Fel 

Ther Zeal made them Mad;anditheir Ma- 
lice blind, and both together.kept than Igae- 
rant of the things whuch belonged co rtheir 

Peace. Their tear of the Reman Tack made 
them Conlpire agamſt their * Nateae King ; 
Venient Romani, the Romans will come; .That 
was thc pretence: But Nalumus hunc regnare, 
Wewillnothave this Man toragn over us, 
was their frubborn Reſolution. 

The trurlefs Figg-tree was mark't out for 
the Symb;l both of their Guik and Puriſhment, 
and became a Prolufion to Gods derel/ifion of 

Them 


(33) 
Themunder the Conſe of a Sacred batennak 
After ſeveral ſevere Eſays of his Diſpleaſare ; 
widhour aiyRymady os” FAA: Ack (Rand: nary 
that within kſs than Forty years) \Lhe'miarb {i735 1548 
of God came upon them to the uttermoſt. And years fince. 
chrough their damnable Hypocriſy againſt om. 
Heaven, and their reſtleſs Mutinies and Sed;- 6 Io ave 
tions againſt their Goyernours, Divine Ven- 

cance brought upon them their own Fears : 
the Romans came 1n good earneſt, and took a- - 
way both their Place and Nation : leſt them nei- 
ther City nor Temple, neither Prieſt nor Sacri- 
fice, neither Prince nor Government. Their 
Kingdom was of this World, and whatever 
They _ pretend, They look't no high- 

7. And if we refle&t upon Their preſent 
Circumſtances, They arcp4i{ul only to ger 
Wealth, but a common Execration among all 
Nations. | 

And this was the fad Fate of a Feruſalem 


I gnNO0Yammus. 


1 Cor. X. 11, 12. 
Now all theſe things happened unto them for 
Enſamples : and they are written for our Admo- 
| nition, 


. (34) 
wition, pon whom the Ends of the World are 


Come; (- E of 46 \ 915724 1115 
Fr 1c Phyrſol ket him theo think Rendath, 
bonoknws 1 
['- rakpbeedleſe fall, 
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